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What?

In this self negotiated unit I intend to pursue a line of enquiry which has arisen as a result of my work on the previous (taught) unit on The Documentary. The working brief for my study shall be Exploring a Sense of Self Through Photographic Imagery.  Under this banner, I shall look at the following:

The Photographic Self Portrait: how both practising photographers and non-specialists alike have used the camera to portray themselves. There will be a chronological approach to this; examining how the self portrait has been a vehicle for self expression since the beginning of photographic practice up to the present, with examples drawn from the decades in order to illustrate the changing approaches to this genre. I see this as straightforward historical research, and do not expect it to add significantly to the body of knowledge on self-portraiture. 

Exploring a sense of self through faceless portraiture. With reference to the above, I hope to show how some photographers have created self-portraits which do not contain concrete images of themselves. I shall expand this by asking volunteer subjects to undertake a small scale project whereby each person takes up to a dozen photographs which, when viewed as a whole, offer a portrait of the person but do not reveal the identity through direct imagery of the photographer.

Who am I? In the final part of this project I turn the camera on myself in an attempt to provide a self portrait of the transition from Helen the photographer’s daughter into Helen the photographer. 

Why?

I am an artist by training and creative practitioner through choice. For much of my professional life I have been drawn away from self expression into a world where I am meeting the needs of others through professional development. I am a professional giver, I suppose, and that has led to a paucity of my own creative output, and a loss of my artistic identity. This project will allow me to rediscover my artistic roots and, crucially, help me to understand where I sit on the creativity continuum. At the moment I feel torn between the hi-tech environment of my professional role and my deep-down desire to be an arty-type once again. Coming from a family of photographers, I want to mark the point at which I take this medium for myself and become a practitioner in my own right.

By exploring the documentary genre through self-portraiture, I hope to emerge with a clearer understanding of how the photograph is used to convey a sense of self both in myself and others.

How?

See below

Assessment Requirements:

· Brief historical overview of self portraiture through photography – text/visual presentation.

· Small-scale exercise inviting volunteers to submit images giving a self portrait without revealing the person
· Body of work using both my own photographs and those taken of me by other people in order to convey my own sense of self.
Schedule of Work: (to include the deadline for submission of assessment requirements):

Between now and mid July I am not able to do any work on this project.

Mid-July – end of July: historical overview and gathering of work from volunteers

August: work on own self-portrait

End of August:  exhibition and final submission.
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